COMING TO CHRIST

“Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven…”









              John 6:32-40

Dear Friends,

I have just read the above section of Scripture in the 37th verse. “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  This is a text, beloved friends, which so many sinners who are taken up with themselves, have found comfort in. These are words that the Lord has been pleased to use to draw people out of darkness to His wonderful light; or for God’s children who feel to be in complete darkness, to bring them to light again.

John Bunyan wrote a book: “Come and welcome to Christ”. A couple of years ago this book was distributed in the Dutch language, under the title, which is our subject tonight: “coming to Christ”. The book of Bunyan is based on the text from John 6 verse 37, a text, which too for a man like Bunyan brought great significance when he was taken up with himself. He didn’t know how he could be saved; he didn’t know how to believe. And when people were placed in his way to show him, (he wrote in his autobiography-“Grace abounding for the greatest of sinners”) it was as if they were telling him to touch the sun with his own fingers. He did not know how it must be so.

But these words were of great significance in his life. He could not get away from them, but he knew: the Word of God is true. That which comes forth from God’s lips, is sure and unchangeable. And so he received courage. The Lord gave him comfort from out of His word, especially from this promise. And Bunyan tells us that it was particularly the words in no wise- that gave him comfort.

There are others we can name. I think of a Scottish preacher whose name was James Durham. Maybe you have heard of him; if not, it’s not a bad thing, because at the end of everything there is one Name only that we can learn from and that is the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

But how, this James Durham died at a young age, in the 36th year of his life. On his deathbed he was heavily tried. He thought, for himself there was no help in God.   Friends tried to turn him from his thoughts but could not manage. They reminded him what he had preached in his life and told him what he had said in the past about what the Lord had meant to him. But he was fearful that he had been just a signpost to others and that he himself must stand outside. Until he considered: if it was never true –he was afraid it was so-, one thing was in any case true, that which Christ said: ‘Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out’. And if he had never once in his life come to Christ, now he would. 

And so he was enabled to see Christ, renewed sight in Christ, because up until he was enabled to do that, it seemed the light in his pathway had come to an end. Now he was able to see again that the Lord had already begun in his life. See, beloved friends, that shows us how important it is to come to Christ. Not only in the beginning of spiritual life, but renewing every day. I am particularly devoted to the Psalms; there is no hymn book that can surpass them, because in the psalms we look to the hearts of God’s children. But that does not take away the fact that there are hymns that I love very much. Like that hymn: Rock of Ages.




Rock of Ages, cleft for me;




Let me hide myself in Thee;




Let the water and the blood,




From Thy riven side which flowed,




Be of sin the double cure,




Cleanse me from its guilt and power.
Just as in the psalms you find in this hymn too, the experience of God’s people, the finding of people who were taken up with themselves and have learnt to know Christ and His cross as the only way of salvation.

Before we go any further, another hymn just came into my thoughts, just like that of ‘Fixed Rock’, which is in the Gadsbys Hymns. This is an English hymn collection that is used in the circle of Philpot.There are many hymns with a biblical meaning. Like the following:




How sweet the name of Jesus sounds




In a believers ear,




It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds




And drives away his fears.

That is it friends, that we learn to know, under the heavens, this one name unto salvation. Hence is the Bible so full of it, that we come to serve Christ. The word ‘serve’ is perhaps not the best word to use. Because if I use the word ‘serve’ or ‘must’ it sounds, in our sense, that something is forced. You must do something, you would prefer not to do it, but it is necessary once.

It is true that we have never wanted to come to Christ.

But if we are compelled to do it, then we are not doing it in a forced way, on the contrary we shall do it eagerly, and with our whole heart. Then it shall be: I Lord in whom I find all happiness. Hope in Thy salvation with all Thy delights. And I am inclined to do Thy commandments sincerely.

Why should I come?


Why is it actually needful to come to Christ? If we had to make this clear to people who know nothing about it, what would we say? I myself would share the words which Spurgeon once spoke, that if we cannot make it clear to someone else, then we have not understood it properly ourselves. If we understand something well, then we are in the position to tell it clearly to others; this applies to natural matters but no less for spiritual matters. And the more that is in your heart, the easier it is to speak of.

Why is it needful to approach God, through Christ? There is only one good answer: because God, our Creator, outside of Christ is a consuming fire, because we have sinned against Him. I know of course: if we tell this to people who don’t care about it, then they may put question marks over whether or not there is a God at all. If there is a God, then I cannot see why only a handful of Christians shall have a right end. There is all sorts of criticism against God. We cannot convince people, only God can do that, but it is laid on me that even the smallest child should understand that: God is our Creator and we have sinned against Him.

Can we make amends? Yes, there are plenty of people who think they can. If we think that is the case, friends, then we must come away from this thought. We cannot do that; not through our works, not through active service in the church, and also not through our tears!

Undoubtedly, if God teaches one to come to Christ, then they wouldn’t come with dry eyes; in any case a person would come with a broken heart. If someone really weeps then it is not for an unnecessary cause, this will be connected, for the most part to his or her character. One person is different to another. But it is certain, that you shall come with a broken heart. If there are tears, then we must not forget that our tears are not what bring us to be reconciled with God: God is so holy, He does not shut His eyes to sin.

Just a minute ago I spoke about that hymn ’Rock of Ages’. That hymn is so dear to me because of the words that are in it:




Not the labour of my hands,




Can fulfil Thy laws demands;




Could my zeal no respite know,




Could my tears forever flow,




All for sin could not atone;




Thou must save and Thou alone.
I say; if a person comes to repentance, then their heart shall be broken. And if we come to repentance then we learn to deny ourselves; a sacrifice in service to Christ, that is certain. But the tears and the offers cannot be a ground for salvation: “Not the offers that I bring, nor the tears that I shed.”

What then? In this way we come to the LORD JESUS CHRIST. That is the same God who does not see the sins through the fingers, because He is too holy for that. This same God has sent His only Son for the reconciliation of our sins: Jesus Christ, who, with His suffering and dying bore the wrath of God because of our sins, Who, as a substitute, bore the wrath of God, that whosoever believeth in Him should have everlasting life.

There is of course a lot more to be said, beloved friends, but it is clear why it is so necessary to come to Christ; why outside faith in the Lord Jesus Christ there is no salvation. The living God, outside of Christ, is a consuming fire. Even our best works are an unworthy covering. If we are not deeply convinced of this, then the contents of the Gospel is still a hidden secret to us, because the Gospel gives us the answer to the question- how an unholy sinner can be reconciled to a holy God, how an ungodly person can be righteous in God’s sight.

 Coming To Christ.

So we come to the coming to Christ itself. The Gospel tells us that it is to be preached with instruction of faith and repentance. The Gospel is not vain talk; it is not something that you can do what you like with. No, it is to be proclaimed. Paul said: ‘Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men’ ( 2 Corinthians 5:11) Here in John 6 ‘believe’ is described as ‘coming to Christ’. It is one of the many ways in which the Bible speaks about believing. Why in this way? So that it is made clear that believing is much more than just agreeing with the truth of the word of God. 

Of course this is true as well, but if that is all, then we have not yet come to the Lord Jesus. And now I think of the lovely way in which our Palatine Catechism writes of the true faith. It is a sure thing: and you believe it to be true, what God has said in His word. But from the knowledge there is a fixed trust that not only the sins of others are forgive, but mine as well. Believing is trusting. And once more I take a line of that hymn ‘Fixed Rock’:  “Tired I come, poor and naked, To the God who makes blessed”.

That is the deepest faith: that the person denies himself, and pursues after salvation, finding life and peace in the Lord Jesus Christ. You could use many words to describe this, but it all comes down to one thing: that the Name and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ might become dear to us. Believing is to have a personal bond with Jesus Christ as your Salvation, as a Surety and a Mediator.

I shall tell you a story to illustrate one thing and another; it is a true story. A couple of weeks ago, in my own congregation I had a lecture about a ds.Hofman, who used to preach in Schiedam. Every Thursday evening, it was usual for him to go to the  ‘Hervormd Lokaal’ (an independent church) in Sliedrecht. I often sat under his ministry, in Sliedrecht as well as Schiedam. It meant a lot to me. But put this aside.

So, a couple of weeks ago, we had this reading about this pastor and there were a lot of people who knew him personally. When I had finished they told me a lot of things about him that I didn’t know. So we come to the following incident:

A man told me that he had a brother, who left the Church and came obsessed with football. He even played football on Sundays. He was conscious it was Sunday, but still played football and now it was Tuesday and he wasn’t feeling well. He stayed at home and decided to go to the doctor. But before he went, a God fearing auntie came along and spoke to him about the football. She said to him: “You must not carry on playing it because you don’t feel well, but maybe God has something to say to you about it.”

The boy used a very horrid expression: “You, shut your mouth”. (He said it much more aggressively.) And so he went to the doctors. The doctor sent him to the hospital. That same afternoon the specialist announced that he had mild leukaemia and that, at the most, he had three weeks to live. The boy heard this, this morning he had been warned by his God fearing auntie, and had answered her back very unkindly.

Now the boy didn’t know how he came home. He had lain there crying: “I am lost forever; I cannot be saved any more!”

So ds. Hofman went to see him. He didn’t need to tell him of his sins, because this is exactly what the boy was going through. He also didn’t need to take anything from him because the boy had nothing now. All his hope was lost.

The boy said: “It is not possible for me any more”. Ds. Hofman asked: “have I ever said that, does it say in the Bible that you can no longer be saved?”  No, that is not in the Bible, said the boy. 

Ds. Hofman, likened him to the murderer on the cross, and above all he pointed out the Lord Jesus Christ in it all. The following Sunday, he told the congregation, how the young man in question was tied up, and that the whole congregation would beg of the Lord that He would yet take pity on this boy. And like I had already said, he pointed out Christ to him, who promised: “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” After the announcement from the doctor, he did not live even three weeks. But he fell asleep in the surety that his sins had been paid for.
And how stands the case with us, sick or in health, young or old? It is, that we loose sight of any ground in ourselves and that we might know that the ground of our Salvation is outside of us, in Christ.

Mark this, young friends, if we speak of these things, then there is recognition among Christians all over the world. You have things that are specifically for the Netherlands, or specifically for a certain culture. If you were to suddenly come into another culture, you wouldn’t know how to do certain things; things have absolutely no connection. But where God has his Church and where God’s word is brought – it is possible for one and another to do things in different ways; it is possible that people in biblical sense do not utter it correctly, there is the matter of the heart itself, that is: ‘I was sinking, but He saw me! I was sunken in the pit, He granted me help. Pulled from the filthy mire’. (Dutch metrical Psalm)

 If I may just turn to using the broad biblical relationships, then I think, for example, of the conversion of Paul. If you read his letters you can see that Paul, over and over again refers back to his conversion. Not only that for himself it was such a great wonder, but also because he knew: if you were to leave out all the means and circumstances used, by which God had brought him to repentance, that the root of what God had taught him was now the root of the matter. And that God was always working in this way. Paul said: “But when it pleased God, to reveal His son in me”. He professed: “For I through the law, am dead to the law.. and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God. Paul said: “..the Lord... who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God”

Deny yourself and find Christ as the Saviour.

You may well forget everything that has been said tonight, but remember this: To come to Christ is to deny yourself, and to find Salvation in your Saviour.

And if your case is about the surety of the things and the knowledge that you have already received of Christ, then there is this left to say: here on earth there is a beginning, but no end. Here on earth we can never say: “ I know so much about Him, you can’t possibly tell me anything else”. Here on earth, you may follow school education and learn everything that your teachers have taught you, but it is not so with God.

Coming to Christ is then, on the one side the beginning of spiritual life, but on the other side you can never say that you know so much of the Mediator, that you can’t learn any more. There is always talk (often it is good) of a deep word of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, something of the following sort: ‘Tired I come poor and naked, to the God who makes blessed’.

Very clearly in the Bible, in Ephesians 3, (that is the point, that we find it in the Bible) 

There the apostle Paul tells the congregation of Ephesians that he bowed on his knees for them, so that they, together with all the saints might know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge. So the saints themselves, (all those who walk in the everlasting way, who have come to Christ and through faith have lived on Him)

have not yet comprehended the length, the height, the breadth and the depth of the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What gives us the right to come to Christ?

I come to a third matter. After my introduction, I said, firstly that it is necessary to come to Christ. Following that, in a few words, I made it clear what it means to come to Christ. 

But now the third point, (which is so often a knotty question in the practise) I want to venture on with the following. Maybe you say “Yes, but where do I get the desire form to come to Christ? What gives us the right to do that?”

People have often asked me: “Pastor, can you just believe”

Now that is actually a bit of a sad question, because something that can just be done often doesn’t stand for much. With belief it is different. The dark background is God’s holy right and on the other hand there is the beauty of God’s face, revealed in Jesus Christ. That is not something that we can just believe.

But where then does a person derive the right from to go to Christ? It is usual of our nature to look at ourselves! Bunyan did that too. And when people told him to look to Christ, he said: ”They may as well have told me to reach the sun with my own fingers”. Why was it so with him? Because he had such a lawful spirit; because he thought that he had to have something first or be something special.

The first thing you will see in yourself is a broken heart and the purpose of God, and I know not what else, and go to Christ like that. But Bunyan said on the contrary: “If I have a qualification or something of quality in myself then I have no need of Christ”.  

Say that, that is the way and that I have found that, and then I can stay where I am. And it will be nice if I receive Christ again, but strictly speaking I have no need of Him, because I have found in myself what I think is necessary for salvation. From such thoughts as these, we must be lost. There is nothing in us that can please God!

 And if we should receive grace, our best works are still an unworthy covering before God. We must be lost from such thoughts as these. When in company, there are often things said which would have been better if not mentioned and things, which are said, that are very true; - “You are living out of a broken covenant of works”. You try to be saved through a broken covenant of works

But God’s new covenant is a covenant of GRACE.  I found it so nice that e just sung the 103rd Psalm: “He it is who offers us His friendship”

I once heard a sermon on a cassette tape from a ds. Paauwe. I am not saying that we should follow him in all his views and opinions, but in any case I listened to the sermon and received much fruit from it. Ds Paauwe put forward this question in the sermon: Which of you wants to be saved?” Now, of course everybody does. “No,” he said, “ We have never wanted it. This is our lost state by nature, that we don’t want it. And if we think it is otherwise, then we must ask: “Lord let me see who I am, because if I say nothing, I am still saying no to Thee; and when I don’t do anything I am setting myself against Thee”. Ds. Paauwe then went further to say that God is the one who offers us His friendship. What is ‘to be saved’? How can you be saved? Ds. Paauwe: You must do one thing; you must no longer set yourself against God. If you can stop then you are saved”. Then this will come forth from your heart: His name shall ever receive the glory.

He also said in the sermon: “If the Gospel is given to us, then we shall not be easily able to reach eternal misery, that would be like ignoring Christ, because to those of us to whom the Gospel is given, he offers us His friendship!”

A person can only be lost if he casts that friendship away.

You can forget the name of the minister (really because he has become a disputed man), but what he said in his sermon, is very true! I listened to that sermon with special fruit.

There are more of these times and things which we never forget. I think again of Newton, the author of that hymn: “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believers ear”. This author said when he was older, “I have forgotten a lot, but there is one thing that I have not forgotten, that I am a great sinner and I also know that Christ is a great Saviour”. A very exercised Christian said this. So you know this..,

What gives us the right to come to Christ? Simple, the Gospel itself. In our ‘Canons of Dort’ it states that the Gospel may (and must) be proclaimed with commandment of faith and repentance. If I instructed my son: “ Go to the butchers!” Can he go to the butchers? Lets go a step further: he is commanded to go to the butcher. I didn’t advise him to go, I commanded him. And so it is with the Gospel. It is not preached to us with the advise to go in faith and repentance. A salesman advises you to buy something; he wants you to buy it; but that is not how it works. With the Gospel it is different; we have the commandment: “Ho everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money come ye, buy and eat, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price”.

It is possible that you want to buy something, but you don’t have the money. This salvation, beloved friends, cannot be bought with money: Christ has paid with His own blood. And now Christ himself and all that He has attained, freely offered.

Let us put it like this: That commandment from the Gospel, gives us the right to believe. A step further: that commandment from the Gospel deprives us of the right not to believe.

If something has been commanded for me to do, then I have the right to say no. Now we are speaking of a commandment from Christ; but all words fall to short, because you can refuse to do something that is commanded. But this commandment, esteemed of God cannot be ignored. We have a border in our language (not enough words in our language to explain it) because if we use the word ‘command’ and ‘must’, it almost sounds compulsory. So it is seen of God: God has the right over us! But we must not use the word ‘command’ too much, in case when we really come to faith in Christ we come reluctantly. No, when we come, we shall do it with our whole heart. How is it then that people actually believe?

This can be looked at from two views. Because people are so taken up with themselves; and also because somebody’s eyes have been opened to the beauty of Christ. First, let us go back a step: How can your eyes be opened to the beauty of Christ? Who actually did that? I turn to the first of John 6:37: “ All that the Father giveth me, shall come to me”. 

We must never begin with God’s chosen good will, especially when the Gospel is brought to the unconverted. But when the Gospel is brought, then we must not try and hide the goodness of God’s election under stools or pews. The teaching of the election is not meant to contradict the Gospel. The Gospel gives the message that, God freely gives to prisoners and looks upon their wretchedness. Not the message: if you do your best and with God’s help then you are free. No, the message is that we cannot do anything but God can.

There are matters that we cannot fully understand. The Gospel is preached to everyone, and each has the right to come. No one has the right to stay away. If we truly come, then we will say ”Lord Thou hast drawn me from darkness to Thy wonderful light”. “Thou hast opened my eyes to my lost sinful state, Thou hast shown me where to seek and where to find. With chords of everlasting love Thou hast drawn me to Thyself”.

The eventual effect of salvation is the everlasting election of God. God’s’ church confesses, “We loved Him because He first loved us”. To be blessed like this is a wonder. God’s’ church ends in wonder: ‘ I shall forever sing of God’s goodness.’

The Lord grant that we may learn to utter the principle of this song, to be enabled to sing it at least once, without doubting.

